Who Do You Say the Jesus Is?
Sermon Notes for Aug 27 2017 at Brentwood
Ps 138 & Matthew 16:13-20

Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God.”
(Matt:16:16)

Provocative Ponderings that Call Forth Our Potential in Christ
•

•

•

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, but I’m not sure what the ratio
should be when it’s a picture of words – in our image this morning, something
called a ‘wordle,’ there are slightly over 100 words used in the Scriptures to refer
to Jesus – it’s a good indication of how complicated we can make this question
and what the potential is for serious disagreements among those who follow
Jesus or are considering that way of life – but it is the central question in
committing to the flourishing that is nourished by the Christian faith
For Peter, as Matthew portrays him for his Jewish hearers and readers, he goes
back to the tradition and identifies Jesus as the one God has anointed to offer
protection and hope for the future – this is someone who comes from and
belongs to the people God loves – he is God’s representative on earth – he is, as
the genealogy at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel made clear, a direct
descendant of Abraham, the representative through whom God promised to
bless all nations, and David, the representative who would usher in a new unified
kingdom to establish God’s justice and peace – that’s what ‘Messiah’ and ‘Son of
the Living God’ would have suggested most immediately to the recipients of
Matthew’s Gospel
But what about us – 2,000 years later – as heirs of generations of pastors and
preachers who have dug deeply into all of these words and generated millions
more – who do we, who do you, say that Jesus is? – let me simply witness to my
own answer to Jesus’ question – “God sent and anointed you as the Friend of all
creation, including me.” – you are a Friend with the power to re-orient the whole
of creation to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8) – I
choose Friend as the most important and defining concept of all of these
because it comes closest to that intimate relationship of mutual nourishment that
I think God wants with us – it does not denigrate the power God has, but it does
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indicate how God chooses to use it – gently, firmly, lovingly, honestly, mercifully
– that’s who I say Jesus is as God’s anointed representative in our midst – in
Jesus, we see most clearly the authentic human living that God intends for all of
us – that’s why we keep coming back to his life and teachings so frequently with
such a hunger – there is a deep desire in all of us to be reoriented by the work
and witness of God’s Messiah as our most loving Friend
At this point in our ponderings, then …
All of these words have something to teach us about following Jesus, about Christian
discipleship – but all of those ideas must point to a loving intimacy that I think can best
be captured in English by the word ‘Friend’ – what difference does it make in your life
that Jesus has chosen to be your most intimate friend? – that’s the reality in which we
live, whether we recognize it or not, whether we understand it deeply or not, whether we
let ourselves revel in its grace or not – that’s the gift God offers everyone – I trust your
appreciation and gratitude for that gift has deepened in this service of worship
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