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Scripture Reading
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25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
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26 It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah.
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2 /Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came
Into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the
law,
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28 Simeon took him in his arms and
praised God, saying,
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29 “Master, now you are dismissing
your servant in peace, according to
your word,
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30 for my eyes have seen your
salvation,
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31 which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples,
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32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
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Beholding the Glory
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The sermon begins with this video clip
about British and German soldiers
celebrating Christmas together in 1914
https://youtu.be/6KHoVBK2EVE



Christmas in 1914
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In the time of chaos, people desire peace. Itis a
price the many has to pay so the few may gain.
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On the battle field, the soldiers’ deepest desire is the
sense of peace; however short-lived it may be.
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Simeon, a righteous and
devout man waiting for the
coming of the Messiah, saw
the promised salvation from
God and people’s desires
are going to be fulfilled.
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Prayer of Saint Francis
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« Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace. Where there is hatred, let me
sow love.
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Where there is injury, pardon. Where §
there is doubt, faith.
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« grant that | may not so much
seek to be consoled, as to
console;
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« to be understood, as to

understand; to be loved, as to
love.
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«We are reminded people’s
lives are transformed by
Jesus, the one that was
born for everyone of us.
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«This is the moment for
life’s transformation.
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We battle in many sorts of wars
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In famihial and marital relationship
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In bitter interpersonal relationships
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Against poverty
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In job hunting and surviving
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Or any war that we are oblivious to.
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« What do you expect of Jesus?
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« What changes do you need Jesus
brings?
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« When you transform in Jesus,
you will find a new answer.




